
Tulip Popular (Liriodendron tulipifera) 

Leaf: The leaves are tulip-shaped, alternate, and simple. The leaf is smooth on both surfaces, 
dark green and lustrous above, pale and often with a slight whitish bloom beneath.  

Bark: The bark on younger trunks and branches is quite smooth, light ashy-gray with very 
shallow, longitudinal, whitish furrows. With age the bark becomes very thick, having deep 
interlacing furrows and rather narrow rounded ridges. 

Flower and Seed: Tulip poplar produces tulip-shaped, light green yellow flowers from April to 
June. It is a prolific seed bearer but has a low percent germination. The cone shaped fruit clusters 
usually persist on branches. There are about 12,000 seeds per pound. 

Mature Shape: They grow on a single trunk, with branches high off the ground in a pyramidal 
shape. Mature height of 80-120 ft.  

 

Distribution: Tulip poplar is distributed throughout the east and southeast portions of the United States. 

Soil conditions: It does best on moderately moist, deep, well drained, loose textured soils; it rarely grows well in very dry 
or very wet situations. It will tolerate a pH of 4.5 to 7.5. 

Wildlife benefits: The fruits provide food for squirrels in the late fall and winter months, and the white-tailed deer often 
browse on the twigs. This is a favorite nesting tree for birds and the flowers attract hummingbirds, butterflies, and 
honeybees. 

Planting: Tulip poplar is planted for reforestation purposes because of its rapid growth and the commercial importance 
of its wood. Tulip poplar and white pine were the largest trees in the eastern forest. This species is prone to wind 
damage and ice damage in exposed situations. 

 

 

Fun facts: Tulip poplar is unusually free from 
insects and disease. In Vermont this is a S1 
(extremely rare) species. 

Tulip Poplar, also known as Yellow Poplar, Tulip Magnolia, Tulip Tree, Whitewood. Tulip 
poplar actually is not a poplar, but a member of the magnolia family. 

Learn more: here, here, and here! 

https://plants.usda.gov/DocumentLibrary/factsheet/pdf/fs_litu.pdf
https://www.wildflower.org/plants/result.php?id_plant=LITU
https://gobotany.nativeplanttrust.org/species/liriodendron/tulipifera/

