
Sugar Maple (Acer saccharum) 

Leaf: Leaves are up to 8 in diameter and have 3-5 lobes, with lower lobes that are much smaller 
than the upper. The leaf margin is smooth. 

Bark: Bark is smooth in youth, becoming quite shaggy with age. 

Mature Shape: rounded, dense crown  

Bud: There are three or more scales on the winter bud, and they overlap like shingles, with one 
edge covered and the other edge exposed. 

Flower: Sugar maple trees are polygamous, seldom flowering until they are at least 22 years old. 
Reach full bloom 1 to 2 weeks before leaves emerge. The long-pedicelled, apetalous yellow 
flower is about 2.5 inches long. 

Seed: The fruit, a double samara, ripens in about 16 weeks. Usually only one of the paired 
samaras is filled with a single seed. To germinate, sugar maple seeds require moist stratification at temperatures slightly above freezing for 35 to 90 days. 

 

Distribution: The northern limit nearly parallels the 35th mean annual isotherm extending eastward from southeast 
corner of Manitoba, to the southern border of Tennessee. The western limit extends through Missouri. 

Soil conditions: Moist bottomlands and rich, wooded slopes 

Planting: Sugar maple is susceptible to salt, excessive heat, and leaf scorch in drought. The dense shade and shallow 
roots of sugar maple may preclude growing lush grass under its canopy.  

Natural Communities: Sugar Maple-Ostrich Fern Riverine Floodplain Forest. 

Wildlife benefits: Important food and habitat for a 
variety of birds and small mammals. Commonly 
browsed by white-tailed deer, moose, and 
porcupine. 

 

Fun facts:  Sugar Maple is the state tree of Vermont! 
Sugar maple are the primary tree used to produce 

syrup. This species is used also for furniture, flooring, boxes and crates, and veneer. Some 
trees develop special grain patterns, including birds eye maple with dots suggesting the eyes 
of birds, and curly and fiddleback maple, with wavy annual rings.                       

Learn more: here, here, and here! 

https://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/misc/ag_654/volume_2/acer/saccharum.htm
https://www.wildflower.org/plants/result.php?id_plant=acsa3
https://plants.usda.gov/DocumentLibrary/plantguide/pdf/pg_acsa3.pdf

