
Black Tupelo (Nyssa sylvatica) 

Leaf: Smooth, waxy, dark-green summer foliage changes to fluorescent yellow, orange, scarlet 
and purple in fall.  

Bark: The tree is distinctive with its dark bark that is ridged or plated. 

Fruit: Berries are small and blue. 

Mature Shape: Dense, conical, or sometimes flat-topped crown with many slender, nearly 
horizontal branches it can grow with multiple trunks to form an open crown or grow as a single 
stem. Can reach 30-60+ ft in height. 

 

Distribution: Black tupelo grows in the uplands and in 
alluvial stream bottoms from southwestern Maine to New York, to extreme southern Ontario, central Michigan, 
Illinois, and central Missouri, and south to eastern Oklahoma, eastern Texas, and southern Florida. 

Soil conditions: Grows best on well-drained, light-textured soils on the low ridges of second bottoms and on the high 
flats of silty alluvium. In the uplands it grows best on the loams and clay loams of lower slopes and coves. 

Natural Communities: In New England it is associated with Black Ash-American Elm-Red Maple 

Wildlife benefits: Black Tupelo are excellent for pollinators in addition to the fruit being consumed by many birds and 
mammals. 

Planting: Black tupelo is usually planted and found in mixture with other species. It is tolerant of shade. Only rarely 
does it attain a dominant crown position within its age group; it usually occupies an intermediate crown position on 
most sites. 
 

 

Fun facts: Tupelo honey has an unusually high fructose to glucose ratio compared to other 
varieties of honey made by honeybees. 

Black tupelo (Nyssa sylvatica) is divided into two commonly recognized varieties, typical 
black tupelo (var. sylvatica) and swamp tupelo (var. biflora). They are usually identifiable by 
their differences in habitats: black tupelo on light-textured soils of uplands and stream 
bottoms, swamp tupelo on heavy organic or clay soils of wet bottom lands.  

Other common names include blackgum, sourgum, pepperidge, and tupelo gum. 

Learn more: here, here, and here! 

https://gobotany.nativeplanttrust.org/species/nyssa/sylvatica/
https://www.wildflower.org/plants/result.php?id_plant=NYSY
https://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/misc/ag_654/volume_2/nyssa/silvatica.htm

